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Area  Office, 
Health  Clinic, 
Rowlands  Hill, 
Wimbome  Minster, 
Dorset 


Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  present  my  Annual  Report  for  1972. 

"The  old  order  changeth,  yielding  place  to  new" 

At  least  one  generation  of  writers  has  bemoaned  the  fact 
that  when  Aneurin  Bevan  initiated  the  otherwise  admirable  National 
Health  Service  in  19-4-8  his  labours  gave  birth  to  triplets  which  there¬ 
after  pursued  courses  so  often  emulated  by  siblings,  if  they  did  not 
actually  hate  each  other  as  they  grew  up  they  could  not  be  said  to 
have  overwhelmed  each  other  with  brotherly  love.  They  were  fostered 
out  to  very  different  parents.  Regional  Hospital  Board,  Executive 
Councils  and  Local  Authorities.  However,  the  gradually  developing 
pressure  to  unify  has  been  accompanied  by  examples  of  co-operation  in 
the  field  sufficient  to  lend  force  to  the  arguments  for  unification, 
but,  like  the  man  who  was  an  uncommon  time  a-dying,  the  unified  health 
service  has  been  an  uncommon  time  a-hatching  but  the  egg  is  not  addled 
and  the  shell  will  break  through  on  April  1st  next.  The  work  force 
involved  will  be  anxiously  waiting  for  some  feathers  to  grow! . 

TEN  GREEN  BOTTLES 

The  first  Green  Paper  on  unification  emerged  in  July  1968. 

It  was  intended  to  provoke  discussion.  After  consideration  of  over 
four  hundred  documents  and  consultation  with  nearly  fifty  organisations 
the  government  of  the  day,  through  Richard  Crossman,  Secretary  of  State 
for  Social  Services,  issued  in  February  1970  a  second  Green  Paper.  This 
made  firm  decisions  on  the  frame-work,  and  tentative  proposals  on 
details  intended  for  further  discussion. 

The  firm  decisions  were  firstly  to  administer  the  unified 
national  health  service  not  through  local  authorities  but  by  area  health 
authorities  directly  responsible  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Social 
Services.  Secondly,  to  establish  the  administrative  boundary  to  be 
drawn  between  the  national  health  service  and  the  allied  services 
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remaining  with  local  government,  that  is,  public  health  and  personal 
social  services.  Thirdly,  to  ensure  that  the  new  area  health  authori 
ties  would  match  the  new  local  authorities. 


To  meet  strong  criticism  about  the  absence  of  involvement  of 
local  people  in  the  running  of  the  health  service  below  the  area 
authorities  the  area  boards  were  proposed  to  be  about  doubled  from  the 
original  conception  of  about  forty-five,  to  about  ninety,  and  district 
committees  of  each  area  board  were  to  be  set  up  on  which  local  people 
could  contribute  to  the  running  of  the  service. 


The  absence  of  regional  planning  arrangements  had  also  been 
criticised,  especially  for  hospitals,  and  so  it  was  proposed  to  establish 
about  fourteen  regional  health  councils  with  a  main  function  of  advising 
the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  area  health  boards  on  hospital  and 
specialist  plans  for  the  regions,  and  on  postgraduate  education.  The 
areas  were  to  predominate  and  were  to  include  local  elected  members  of 
the  various  health  professions. 


This  document  transpired  to  be  part  of  the  swan  song  of  the 
government  but  the  new  government  was  equally  committed  to  pressing  on 
with  unification  and  recommenced  the  process  by  issuing  in  May  1971  a 
Consultative  Document  which  was  in  effect  a  third  G-reen  Paper.  This 
again  laid  down  certain  basic  considerations  and  left  others  for 
negotiation,  the  main  differences  from  the  second  Green  Paper  being 
the  formal  establishment  of  regional  authorities  as  strong  second  tiers 
on  the  grounds  thaJ:  it  would  not  be  consistent  with  the  government’s 
determination  to  run  a  huge  health  organisation  on  efficient  manage¬ 
ment  lines  for  the  central  government  department  to  try  to  directly 
supervise  eighty  to  ninety  area  authorities.  The  interposition  of  a 
full  scale  second  tier  raised  the  spectre  of  a  bureaucratic  bronto¬ 
saurus  and  the  government  were  at  pains  to  avoid  this  image  by  laying 
great  emphasis  upon  the  clear  definition  and  allocation  of  responsi¬ 
bilities  throughout  the  system,  with  "maximum  delegation  downwards 
matched  by  accountability  upwards". 


The  area  authorities,  co-terminous  with  the  proposed  new 
local  authorities,  were  to  be  the  operational  units  responsible  for 
planning,  organising  and  administering  health  care  services  within 
their  areas,  and  responsible  also  for  managing  the  community  health 
services  to  be  run  by  one,  two  or  three  "districts",  based  on 
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distriot  general  hospitals,  the  fourth  tier,  the  ground  floor  of  the 
pyramid.  Each  area  would  administer  its  districts  through  a  team 
of  officers,  to  include  a  "district  community  physician”  whose  functions 
will  be  unlike  that  of  former  medical  officers  of  health  or  of  regional 
hospital  board  administrative  officers  in  that  they  will  comprehend  a 
much  wider  and  unified  conception  of  provision  of  health  care.  The 
district  community  physician  was  to  be  responsible  for  the  provision 
of  medical  advice  to  the  new  Local  Authority  district  councils,  although 
the  Hunter  Report  on  Medical  Administrators  envisaged  this  particular 
function  as  being  performed  by  a  medical  officer  from  the  area  tier, 
as  also  subsequently  did  the  Working  Party  on  Collaboration  with 
Local  Authorities, 

The  Consultative  Document  also  announced  the  pending  initi¬ 
ation  of  a  Management  Study  Group  and  Steering  Committee  to  examine  the 
existing  administration  of  the  individual  parts  of  the  N.H.S.,  the 
recommendations  for  the  organisation  of  medical  and  nursing  work  made 
by  the  Cogwheel  and  Salmon  Reports  respectively,  and  the  recommendations 
of  the  Hunter  YiTorking  Party  on  Medical  Administrators,  and  finally  to 
recommend  the  best  form  of  management  structure  for  the  new  health 
service. 

In  order  to  make  sure  that  the  new  local  authorities  continued 
to  have  medical  advice  necessary  to  their  functions  in  education,  the 
personal  social  services  and  environmental  health,  the  Document  proposed 
the  establishment  of  a  Working  Party  on  Collaboration  and  Co-ordination 
between  the  new  local  authorities  and  the  new  health  authorities. 

The  Document  announced  that  the  Central  Department  itself 
was  being  reviewed  with  the  help  of  management  consultants. 

On  membership  of  the  various  authorities  the  Document's 
proposals  were  different  from  those  of  the  Second  Green  Paper,  although 
more  explicit.  Emphasis  on  management  expertise  required  selection 
on  managerial  ability  rather  than  by  election. 

All  the  regional  board  members,  Including  the  chairmen,  were 
to  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Health  and  Social  Security- 
after  consultation  with  the  main  local  authorities,  health  professions 
and  universities.  The  area  health  authority  members,  numbering  about 
fifteen,  will  have  their  chairmen  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
some  members  appointed  by  the  local  authority,  one  or  two  by  the  local 
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medical  and  dental  school  and  the  rest  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  again 
after  consultation  with  interested  organisations  including  the  main 
health  professions,  and  including  at  least  two  doctors  and  one  nurse  or 
midwife  acceptable  to  their  professional  organisations  in  the  area. 
Assuming  that  the  university  representative  is  likely  to  be  a  doctor, 
there  will  be  three  doctors  among  a  total  of  fifteen  board  members, 
and  the  Document  accordingly  states  that  strong  professional  advisory 
machinery  should  be  established  at  regional  and  area  level. 

The  chairmen  of  regions  and  areas  may  be  remunerated  on  a 
part-time  basis. 

The  Second  Green  Paper  responded  to  criticism  about  the  lack 
of  representation  at  local  level  by  proposing  the  setting  up  of  district 
committees  in  each  area  with  half  their  membership  to  be  composed  of 

i 

local  people.  The  present  government  felt  that  this  would  lead  to 

i 

confusion  and  has  chosen  instead  to  require  the  area  authorities  to  set 

i 

up  community  health  councils  for  each  of  its  districts,  the  populations 
of  which  are  likely  to  be  two  to  three  hundred  thousands.  Such  councils 
will  be  appointed  after  consultation  with  a  wide  range  of  interested 
local  organisations,  will  be  consulted  on  the  development  and  operation 
of  the  health  services  in  the  district  and  will  have  the  right  to 
visit  hospitals  and  institutions.  It  will  produce  an  annual  report. 

The  Document  proposed  to  convert  the  present  Executive 
Councils  administering  the  family  practitioners  service  into  committees 
set  up  by  the  area  authority,  but  dealing  direct  with  the  central 
department,  and  separately  financed. 

The  area  health  authority  will  be  closely  concerned  with 
plans  for  the  development  of  general  practice,  e.g.  health  centres, 
health  visitor  attachments,  and  collaboration  with  local  authority 
social  s e rvi ce s , 

There  were  to  be  special  arrangements  for  teaching  districts. 

THE  ttHITE  PAPER  -  N.H.S.  REORGIiNISATION,  ENGLAND 

The  White  Paper,  the  penultimate  publication  prior  to  the 
passing  of  the  National  Health  Service  Reorganisation  Bill,  appeared  on 
the  1st  ^ugust  1972  and  followed  closely  the  lines  of  the  Consultative 
Document.  The  Bill  itself  was  published  on  15th  November  1972.  It 
established  the  necessary  framework  but  left  much  detail  to  be  dealt 
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within  subsequent  Regulations  and  Orders.  Two  outstanding  contro¬ 
versial  subjects  were  settled.  It  transferred  the  school  medical 
service  to  the  N.H.S.  and  established  health  service  commissioners  to 
investigate  complaints  not  otherwise  dealt  with  to  the  satisfaction 
of  complainants. 

A  staff  advisory  committee  started  work  in  the  Autumn.  Chaired 
by  Sir  Richard  Hayward  it  settled  down  to  considering  procedures  for 
transferring  staff  and  safeguarding  their  interests. 

In  January  1973  a  proposal  for  testing  certain  management 
hypotheses  produced  by  the  Management  Study  Group  and  Steering  Committee 

in  three  or  four  pilot  areas  was  made  and  Dorset  and  Bournemouth  were 
chosen  as  one  such  area. 

The  Working  Party  on  Collaboration  with  new  local  authorities 
divided  into  three  sub-committees  to  study  the  various  facets  of  collab¬ 
oration  which  would  need  to  emerge  and  the  sub-committee  on  environmental 
health  issued  a  semi-confidential  report  in  May  1972  which  was  well  received. 

The  present  intention  of  the  government  is  that  the  District 
Community  Physician  will  be  the  individual  responsible  for  advising  the 
new  District  Councils  but  there  is  considerable  doubt  vdiether  the  mani¬ 
fold  duties  of  this  post  would  permit  the  incumbent  to  devote  the 
necessary  personal  attention  to  this  function  likely  to  be  acceptable 
to  the  new  Councils.  The  Local  Authority  Organisations  have  already 
expressed  the  opinion  that  the  medical  adviser  appointed  through  the  N.H.S. 
to  advise  on  environmental  health  matters  should  be  a  named  officer 
acceptable  to  both  parties  and  accountable  primarily  to  the  local 
authority  in  so  far  as  its  relevant  statutory  duties  were  involved.  There 
seems  to  be  a  case  for  the  "proper  officer",  as  he  has  been  called,  being 
appointed  from  the  area  health  authority  with  prior  consultation  and 
agreement  with  the  one  or  more  district  councils  involved,  especially 
since  the  new  district  councils  will  be  by  no  means  necessarily  co¬ 
terminous  with  the  health  district. 

So  much  organisation  remains  to  be  elucidated  that  it  becomes 
apparent  that  quite  senior  posts  in  the  new  N.H.S.  will  still  not  have 
been  filled  by  April  1974  and  the  smooth  functioning  of  the  new  service 
will  depend  in  no  small  measure  upon  the  goodwill  of  numerous  officers, 
continuing  to  perform  the  same  functions  as  hitherto  with  the  prospect 
of  gradual  change  facing  them  for  perhaps  years  ahead. 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT ,  1948  and  AM'RNTft.ffirjT ,  1951 

In  August  Dr.  Hadden  and  a  General  Practitioner  obtained  a 
Magistrate’s  Order  to  remove  an  elderly  woman  to  hospital,  her  pliyrnoal 
condition  was  such  as  to  prevent  her  from  maintaining  herself  and  her 
home  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  The  Act  requires  that  the  Council 
shall  officially  appoint  a  doctor  who  volunteers  to  act  as  my  deputy  in 
my  absence  and  Dr.  Hadden  kindly  fulfills  this  function. 

The  situation  of  another  elderly  woman  was  carefully  reviewed 
for  some  months  during  the  year.  tShe  was  well-educated,  of  private  means, 
very  frail  and  very,  very  determined.  She  had  rather  quaint  views  on 
doctors,  medical  treatment  and  medicines,  which  contributed  to  her  seri¬ 
ously  neglected  condition,  and  she  appeared  to  lack  any  insight  into 
the  very  unpleasant  state  of  her  house,  aggravated  by  pets,  in  this  case, 
cats . 

After  putting  off  for  as  long  as  possible  the  moment  when  one 
imposes  one’s  will  on  an  old  person  whose  conditions  are  well  below  the 
socially  accepted  norm,  and  in  her  own  physical  interest,  her  General 
Practitioner  and  myself  obtained  a  Magistrate’s  Order  to  remove  her  to 
hospital.  The  Order  required  renewal  twice,  for  three  week  periods,  since 
the  old  lady  was  determined  to  leave  hospital  and  refused  to  go  into  a 
nursing  home,  although  this  was  within  her  means.  She  died  during  the 
period  of  the  third  Order. 

An  old  man  living  in  a  very  isolated  spot  at  the  extremity 
of  a  track  came  to  light  when  a  policeman  was  called  by  farming  neigh¬ 
bours  who  had  given  the  old  fellow  much  support.  He  was  found  collapsed 
and  was  removed  to  hospital  where  he  rallied  for  a  short  time  and  then 
succumbed.  The  policeman's  and  ambulance  crew's  report  on  the  premises 
necessitated  a  visit  in  case  the  old  man  recovered  sufficiently  to  be 
allowed  heme.  The  conditions  were  familiar  ones,  the  old  man’s  house¬ 
keeping  comprehended  the  use  of  a  broom  but  little  else,  and  all  was 
black,  gloory  and  in  severe  disrepair  and  neglect.  One  felt,  however, 
that  at  least  the  old  man  had  retained  his  cherished  independence  to 
the  bitter  end  and  no  doubt  preferred  it  that  way. 


My  1970  report  referred  to  the  gradual  movement  westwards 
across  Europe  of  rabies,  primarily  amongst  foxes,  secondarily  trans¬ 
mitted  to  dogs,  cats,  cattle,  sheep,  horses,  badgers,  deer,  bats  and  a 
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few  humans.  Bearing  in  mind  that  a  rabid  rabbit  will  bite  a  dog  no 
animal  with  rabies  is  safe  for  humans  and  the  risk  of  contracting  rabies 
on  the  Continent  is  a  burdensome  one  which  we  do  not  face  in  this 
country.  France  has  now  had  some  five  years  experience  and  has  taken 
increasingly  vigorous  steps,  yet  the  disease  is  continuing  to  spread 
steadily  westwards  towards  the  Channel.  In  1972  over  100,000  foxes 
were  destroyed  in  France,  in  an  effort  to  thin  out  the  primary  vector. 
Frenchmen  are  not  so  addicted  to  dogs  and  cats  as  we  are  and  one 
wonders  if  we  should  be  if  we  experienced  the  hazards  of  living  with 
rabies.  Time  may  yet  provide  the  answer,  but  in  the  meantime  France  is 
becoming  tougher  and  tougher  in  its  efforts  to  stop  the  spread  of  the 
disease.  We  still  have  dogs  smuggled  into  this  country,  who  knows  how 
many?. 


A  death  from  serum  hepatitis  occurred  in  a  man  living  over 
the  border  in  Hampshire.  The  circumstantial  evidence  pointed  to  tattoo¬ 
ing  as  the  agent  of  transmission  of  the  virus  and  steps  have  been  taken 
to  attempt  to  provent  a  repetition,  '^he  law  is  very  weak  in  this  matter, 
it  allows  for  bye-laws  to  be  made  but  only  three  county  boroughs  have 
so  far  made  them.  Basic  standards  as  to  premises,  facilities  and  equip¬ 
ment  could  easily  be  enforced  but  proper  use  of  equipment  and  recommended 
methods  would  be  more  difficult.  Numerous  cases  of  transmission  of 
serum  hepatitis  by  tattooing  in  various  parts  of  this  country  and  over¬ 
seas  have  come  to  light  but  the  above  case  was  the  first  known  death. 

Smallpox  continues  to  raise  alarm  despite  the  great  advances 
made  by  the  W.H.0.  in  co-operation  Ydth  developing  countries  in  the 
eradication  of  this  ancient  and  still  deadly  disease.  One  case  any¬ 
where  in  the  U.K.  provokes  repercussions  throughout  the  country  since  so 
many  people  are  immediately  involved  by  requiring  advice  and  vaccination 
in  order  to  go  abroad  on  holiday. 

In  1972  even  cholera,  another  ancient  scourge  of  the  human 
race,  came  nearer  to  home  and  a  few  cases  returned  to  this  country 
from  abroad,  but  our  healthy  environment,  particularly  our  generally 
excellent  water  supplies,  protect  us  from  any  serious  involvement. 
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Infectious  hepatitis,  not  the  same  disease  as  serum  hepatitis, 
and  now  a  notifiable  disease,  crops  up  sporadically  and  necessitates 
contact  tracing.  Certain  categories  of  contacts  can  be  protected,  if 
notification  is  prompt  enough,  by  administration  of  a  highly  concentrated 
and  purified  extract  from  suitable  human  blood,  a  sort  of  instant  anti¬ 
body,  and  pregnant  women  are  particularly  advised  to  seek  this  protection 
since  their  very  busy  livers  are  veiy  susceptible  to  major  and  even 
fatal  damage  from  this  virus,  which  can  be  transmitted  by  faecal 
contamination  of  food  and  drink  and  probably  by  droplet  infection  through 
the  atmosphere  from  person  to  person.  Unrecognised  cases  are  common 
and  provide  the  reservoir  from  which  stem  the  full  blown  cases.  This 
parallels  the  mode  of  spread  of  poliomyelitis,  and  much  research  is 
being  devoted^  to  finding  a  vaccine  with  which  infectious  hepatitis 
could  be  as  successfully  banished  as  has  poliomyelitis. 

Infectious  mononucleosis,  or  glandular  fever,  a  bugbear  of 
young  adults  and  children,  often  striking  at  students  and  interfering 

seriously  with  studies  is  another  disease  currently  attracting  much 
research  attention. 

The  appalling  deformities  which  can  be  produced  in  the  unborn 
child  by  infection  of  the  mother-to-be  with  German  Measles  virus  are 
now  well  established  and  fairly  well  known.  The  vaccine  to  combat 
this  disease  is  now  years  past  the  "drawing  board"  stage  and  the  only 
problem  remaining  is  to  administer  it  to  the  susceptible  group,  that  is 
girls  who  have  not  already  had  the  disease  and  before  they  can  become 
pregnant  (and  older  women,  with  special  precautions  and  an  appropriate 
blood  test).  This  sounds  very  simple  but  is  in  fact  seriously  complicated 
administratively  by  widespread  and  continuing  ignorance  of  the  fact  that 
a  history  of  alleged  German  Measles  does  not  correlate  with  the  presence 
of  antibodies  in  the  blood;  the  latter  is  the  only  true  safeguard,  and 
since  it  is  impracticable  to  attempt  to  take  blood  for  analysis  from 
every  schoolgirl  the  only  safe  procedure  is  for  every  girl  to  be  given 

the  vaccine,  which  is  a  very  satisfactory  one.  We  are  a  considerable 
way  from  achieving  this  aim. 

Likov/ise  measles,  which  is  theoretically  capable  of  being 

banished,  ebbs  and  flows  amongst  the  childhood  population  because  we 

cannot  persuade  a  sufficiently  high  proportion  of  parents  to  have  their 
babies  immunised. 


/These  diseases 
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These  diseases  provide  examples  of  the  vital  need  for  health 
education  for  the  propagation  of  which  we  now  have  a  Health  Education 
Council.  In  this  context  mention  needs  to  he  made  of  water  fluoridation 
and  the  prevention  of  dental  disease,  the  second  biggest  waster  of 
industrial  time,  and  the  prevention  of  the  toll  of  smoking  and  of  V.D., 
especially  amongst  young  persons.  Health  education  is  to  be  a  function 
01  the  new  unified  health  service  and  it  is  to  be  profoundly  hoped  that 
this  facet  of  the  new  giant  will  be  adequately  funded  and  staffed. 


The  customary  tables  and  information,  and  the  report  of  the 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  follow  in  their  usual  format. 

This  is  presumably  my  penultimate,  if  not  final,  report  under 
the  old  title  of  "Medical  Officer  of  Health"  and  my  future  description 
(ofiiciall )  will  not  be  established  for  some  time.  Y/hatever  it  becomes 
for  me  and  my  colleagues  one  may  hazard  the  guess  that  the  general 
public  will  be  thoroughly  confused  by  it  since  the  title  "M.O.H."  has 
come  to  mean  something  in  the  more  than  one  century  of  its  existence, 
but  progress  cannot  be  made  without  change  and  so,  as  Tennyson  has 
King  Arthur  say  -  "The  old  order  changeth,  yielding  place  to  new". 

May  I  finally  record  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  members 
of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  for  whom  the  old  order  changes 

equally  dramatically,  for  their  courtesy  and  consideration  during  the 
year. 
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/summary 


SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres  .  qq  ggj 

Population  -  raid  year  -  as  estimated  by  Registrar  General  ..  43,875 

lotal  number  of*  inhabited  houses  —  1. A.72  —  Private  1A  025 

Council .  1,369 

Rateable  value  as  at  the  1st  April  1972  . . . .  882  429 

Estimated  product  of  lp  rate  . . . . .  pno  -7-7 q 


AS_  SUPPLIED 

BY  THE 

REGISTRAR  GENERAL 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

MALES 

FEMALES 

TOTAL 

Total  . 

295 

251 

546 

Legitimate  . 

233 

243  ■ 

526 

Illegitimate 

12 

8 

20 

DEATHS  OP  INPANTS 

Under  one  year 

6 

3 

9 

Legitimate 

6 

3 

9 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

- 

DEATHS  -  All  Ages 

302 

223 

525 

Uimborne  &  Cranborne  England  &  Administrative 


R.D.C. 

Wale  s 

Count" 

Standardised  Death  Rate 

9.9 

12.1 

-wr-.m  ,arr».  4 

10.3 

Standardised  Birth  Rate 

14.3 

14.8 

14.9 
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/Vaccination 


VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


Oral 


P  R 


413  909 


Dip 

htheria 

Tetanus 

Whooping 

Rubella 

P 

R 

P  R 

Cough 

P  R 

P 

389 

482 

397  788 

389-  53 

163 

Measles 

P 

361 


P  =  Primary  course 
R  =  Reinforcing  dose 


HEAP  TESTING-  AND  BCG-  VACCINATION  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN 
AG-ED  13  YEARS  IN  WIMBORNE  AND  DISTRICT  _ _ 

350  children  were  tested  and  of  these  33  were  found  to  give 
a  positive  reaction.  1 6  had  been  given  BCG-  previously.  319  children 
were--  vaccinated  with  BCG-  vaccine. 


SECTION  A 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 

Provided  by  the  Dorset  County  Council.  Control  is  centralised 
in  Dorchester,  and  the  service  operates  from  local  centres  in  Wimborne 
and  Femdown. 

* 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY 

The  Public  Health  laboratory  now  common  to  the  hospital 
laboratory  at  Poole  provides  an  excellent  free  service  for  the  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  of  human  specimens,  food,  milk  and  water.  A  large 
number  of  specimens  were  examined  during  the  year. 

I>'LlTERMTY_ANp  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES 

The  Dorset  County  Council  provides  an  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  in 
Wimborne,  Fern down,  Colehill,  Handley,  Verwood,  West  Moors  and  Corfe 
Mullen.  Ante-natal  classes,  Speech  Therapy  and  Audiometry  are  conducted 
in  the  Clinics  at  Wimborne  and  Femdown,  the  latter  also  providing 
accommodation  for  Cervical  Cytology  Clinics,  Family  Planning,  Chiropody 

-  13  -  /and  Red  Cross 


and  Red  Cross  activities. 


DENTAL  SERVICES  -  WIMBQRNE  AND  FERNDOWN  CLINICS 

One  whole  day  per  week  is  devoted  to  routine  dentistry, 
including  one  general  anaesthetic  session  per  month.  Additional 
sessions  are  held  during  school  holidays. 

Treatment  is  available  to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  pre¬ 
school  children  and  the  mentally  sub— normal.  If  necessary  full 
conservative  dentistry  is  carried  out  for  mental  sub— normal  patients 
under  full  general  anaesthetic. 

The  Dental  Auxiliary  also  holds  clinics  for  the  treatment  of 
children  and  gives  talks  on  dental  health  education. 

HOME  HELP  SERVICE 

A  local  ^organiser  for  the  Rural  District  and  Wimbome  Urban 
District  attends/the  detailed  administration  of  this  valuable  service. 
■She  is  based  at  the  Femdown  Health  Clinic  and  may  be  telephoned  from 
9  a.m,  to  10  a.m.  from  Monday  to  Friday. 


SECTION  E 


PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Whooping  Cough  2 
Measles  153 
Meningococcal  infection  1 
Infective  Hepatitis  2 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Scarlet  Fever 
Food  Poisoning 


1 

2 

1 


TUBERCULOSIS 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  cases  in  the  Tuberculosis 
Register  was  as  follows: - 

PULMONARY  N  ON -PULMONARY 

MALES . 71  MALES  ...  Nil 

FEMALES  ...58  FEMALES  .  3 

-  14  -  /Section  C 


SECTION  C 


STATISTICAL  TABLES 


CAUSES  OE  DEATH 


MALIGNANT  NEOPLASM,  BUCCAL  CAVITY,  ETC. 
MALIGNANT  NEOPLASM,  OESOPHAGUS 
MALIGNANT  NEOPLASM,  STOMACH 
MALIGNANT  NEOPLASM,  INTESTINE 
MALIGNANT  NEOPLASM,  LUNG,  BRONCHUS 
MALIGNANT  NEOPLASM,  BREAST 
MALIGNANT  NEOPLASM,  UTERUS 
MALIGNANT  NEOPLASM,  PROSTATE 
LEUKAEMIA 

OTHER  MALIGNANT  NEOPLASMS 

DIABETES  MELLITUS 

OTHER  ENDROCRINE,  ETC.  DISEASES 

MENTAL  DISORDERS 

MULTIPLE  SCLEROSIS 

OTHER  DISEASES  OE  NERVOUS  SYSTEM 

CHRONIC  RHEUMATIC  HEART  DISEASE 

HYPERTENSIVE  DISEASE 

ISCHAEMIC  HEART  DISEASE 

OTHER  FORMS  OE  HEART  DISEASE 

CEREBROVASCULAR  DISEASE 

OTHER  DISEASES  OE  CIRCULATORY  SYSTEM 

PNEUMONIA 

BRONCHITIS  AND  EMPHYSEMA 
ASTHMA 

OTHER  DISEASES  OF  RESPIRATORY  SYSTEM 

PEPTIC  ULCER 

CIRRHOSIS  OE  LIVER 

OTHER  DISEASES  OE  DIGESTIVE  SYSTEM 

NEPHRITIS  AND  NEPHROSIS 

HYPERPLASIA  OE  PROSTATE 

OTHER  DISEASES,  GENIT O-URINARY  SYSTEM 

DISEASES  OE  MUS  CULO-SKELETAL  SYSTEM 

CONGENITAL  ANOMALIES 

BIRTH  INJURY,  DIFFICULT  LABOUR,  ETC 

OTHER  CAUSES  OE  PERINATAL  MORTALITY 

SYMPTOMS  AND  ILL  DEFINED  CONDITIONS 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  ACCIDENTS 

ALL  OTHER  ACCIDENTS 

SUICIDE  AND  SELF-INFLICTED  INJURIES 

ALL  OTHER  EXTERNAL  CAUSES 


TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPE CTOR 
SUMMARY  OF_  VISITS^  AND^  INSPE CTI QNS 
Bakehouses  . 

Butchers’  Shops  . 

Caravans  and  Moveable  Structures  .  . 

Canteens  . . 

Confectioners  . . . 

Clubs  . 

Drainage  . . .  c 

Dairies  . . 

factories,  etc . 

-fried  fish  Shops  . . . 

fishmongers  and  Poulterers 

Pood  Preparing  Premises  ............ 

Grocers  ... . . . 

Greengrocers  ........... 

Inspection  of  Houses  under  Public  Health  Acts 
Inspection  of  Houses  under  Housing  Acts 

Inquiries  into  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  _ 

Knackers  Yards  . 

Licensed  Premises  . 

Miscellaneous  . . . 

Refuse  Collection  . 

Refuse  Disposal  . 

Rodent  Control 

Restaurants  . 

S tables  and  Piggeries 
^cho°ls  . 

••••••••••••** 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouses  . 

Tater  Supply  . 

**•••••••••••# 

"'Thole salers  . 

****•••••••••• 

-  16  - 


16 

73 

152 

10 

26 

3 

216 

21 

163 

19 

13 

29 

90 

18 

53 

1,120 


2 

1 

6 

3 

) 

)  176 

) 

3,089 

32 

37 

31 

252 

177 

18 

/The  wide  rai^ 


The  wide  range  of  complaints  received  in  1971  followed  the  same 
pattern  during  1972. 

Development  of  new  estates  and  the  consequent  influx  of  new 
residents  living  in  fairly  dose  proximity,  made  for  situations  where, 
unless  some  tolerance  was  exercised,  led  to  friction  and  Acrimony.  In  a 
number  of  cases  investigated,  the  exercise  of  more  consideration  and 
thought  for  neighbouring  residents  could  have  obviated  the  resentment 

that  such  actions  had  caused. 

Efforts  made  to  identify  some  of  those  responsible  for  the 
indiscriminate  dumping  of  litter  were  unsuccessful. 

The  availability  of  large  tracts  of  open  land  with  virtually 
unlimited  access  was  obviously  the  target  of  those  who  clearly  had  no 
interest  in  preserving  their  surroundings  in  an  unspoilt  condition. 

Connections  of  properties  at  Alderholt  were  completed  in  the 
Autumn,  so  that  the  only  remaining  area  to  be  sewered  in  accordance  with 
the  Council’s  programme,  was  Sturminster  Marshall.  Preparatory  work  to 
this  end  was  well  advanced,  and  both  Sturminster  Marshall  and  Shapwick 
should  have  sewage  facilities  available  in  the  early  future. 


HOUSING- 

Applications  for  grants  continued  to  be  received  although 
only  in  small  numbers.  Several  were  received  from  Alderholt,  as  main 
drainage  became  available,  and  it  was  anticipated  that  similar  interest 
would  be  noted  in  Sturminster  Marshall  when  the  sewers  were  completed. 


The  number  of  houses  which  on  inspection  were  considered 
to  be  not  in  all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation  . 


The  number  of  houses  the  defects  in  which  were  remedied 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  .  .  . 


The  number  of  representations  made  to  the  Local  Authority 
with  a  view  to  (a)  the  serving  of  notices  requiring  the 

execution  of  works  . . ; . 

(b)  the  making  of  demolition  or  closing  orders  . 

The  number  of  notices  served  requiring  the  execution  of  works 


The  number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service  of 
formal  notices  . * . 

The  number  of  demolition  orders  made  . . . 


The  number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an  undertaking  was 
accepted  under  sub— sections  (3)  s^d  (4)  of  Section  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1957  . 


The  number  of  houses  demolished 


2 

11 


1 

1 

8 
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/Public  Health  Officers 
Regulations 


THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 


Section  15  (4) 


The  number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  (at  31.12.72)  . 

The  number  of  families  therein  . 

The  number  of  persons  involved  . . 

The  number  of  new  cases  reported  (in  1972)  . 

The  number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 
the  year  ....  . . . 

The  number  of  persons  involved  . 

-^he  number  of  return  cases  of  overcrowding . 


Thirteen  applications  for  discretionaiy  grants  were  received 
involving  thirteen  units  of  accommodation.  The  total  expenditure  ms 

£8,997  averaging  £692  per  house,  as  compared  with  £618  in  1970  and  £550 
in  1971. 


Standard  Grants 


The 

following 

tables 

gives 

details, 

together  with 

those 

for 

previous  years 

:  - 

Year 

No. 

Owner 

Tenanted  Baths 

Wash-hand  Hot  Water  W.  C.Ts 

Sinks 

Approved  Occupied 

Basins 

-  Supply 

1962 

30 

19 

11 

29 

30 

30 

29 

1963 

38 

22 

16 

31 

33 

34 

34 

1964 

42 

23 

19 

35 

37 

40 

41 

1965 

48 

18 

22 

35 

38 

40 

35 

1966 

32 

18 

14 

28 

30 

31 

28 

1967 

28 

16 

12 

27 

28 

28 

27 

1968 

27 

16 

11 

26 

26 

27 

26 

1969 

21 

13 

8 

20 

19 

21 

21 

1970 

31 

23 

8 

29 

31 

31 

29 

13 

1971 

19 

17 

2 

15 

17 

19 

16 

9 

1972 

27 

17 

10 

24 

24 

26 

23 

9 

Total  of 

Grant  s 

Approved  (1972) 

=  £7,260 
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/Action  taken 


Action  taken  under 


Year 

Houses 

Demolished 

Houses 

Closed 

Houses 

Repaired 

Discretionary 

Grants 

Standar< 

Grants, 

1555 

— 

2 

9 

7° 

— 

1956 

9 

13 

49 

111 

— 

1957 

12 

— 

40 

73 

— 

1958 

12 

1 

117 

67 

— 

1959 

2 

- 

28 

50 

29 

I960 

10 

1 

15 

61 

50 

1 — 1 
vn 

CTs 

H 

26 

3 

40 

37 

64 

1962 

17 

— 

103 

57 

35 

1963 

35 

— 

65 

20 

38 

1964 

18 

1 

76 

36 

42 

1965 

18 

1 

80 

18 

40 

19  66 

13 

- 

36 

12 

32 

1967 

7 

- 

31 

6 

28 

1968 

9 

- 

15 

10 

27 

1969 

1 

— 

31 

10 

21 

1970 

5 

- 

40 

15 

31 

1971 

2 

- 

12 

16 

19 

1972 

7 

- 

11 

13 

27 

203 

22 

798 

682 

483 

ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT,  1963 

Six  premises  were  registered  during  the  year. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT 

No  formal  action  was  required  as  regards  condition  of 
food  premises. 

My  last  report  referred  to  action  taken  in  an  endeavour  to 
secure  proper  stock  rotation  and  this  has  been  continued,  in  advance 
of  the  legislation  promised  by  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
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/Condemned  Food 


CONDEMNED  POOD 


Fruit  and  Vegetables  .... 

Canned  Meat  . 

Miscellaneous  Frozen  Food 
Miscellaneous  Tinned  Food 


21  lbs. 
220  lbs. 
226  lbs. 
431  lbs. 


POULTRY  SLAUGHTER 


No.  Killed  Weight  Birds 


CORFE  MULLEN  ( Part  Ypst 

ceased  October,  1972) 
37  tons  1  cwt. 

Unsaleable 

Total  Weight 

Chicken 

7 

18,273 

392 

132  CWt. 

HOLT 

Chicken 

59,241 

105  tons  15  cwt. 

722 

1  ton  2^  cwt. 

YE51QP11  (Part  Year,  commenced  August,  1972) 
Chicken  13,127  30  tons  l£  cwt. 

306 

10^:  cwt. 

TOTAL 

Birds 

Weight 

Unfit 

Unfit  Weight 

90,6U 

173  tons  J  cwt. 

1,420 

2  tons  6  cwt. 

meat  inspection 

Considerable  quantities  of  both  lamb  and  beef  were  exported 
ontinent,  mainly  to  France.  Occasions  arose  when  it  was  found 
desirable  to  advise  the  drivers  of  one  or  two  of  the  vehicles  used  for 

transport,  that  in  this  country  the  vehicles  were  required  to  comply 
•with  our  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 


CARCASSES  INSPECTED 


Number  killed  . 

Number  inspected . ** 

i^sejises  except  Tuber culo 

Whole  carcass  condcDfied  ... 

Carcass  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  .... 


Cattle 
Excluding 
_ _ Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

47638 

47638 

P“i  p*q 

15220 

15220 

6888 

6888 

797 

797 

F1- 

39862 

39862 

sis  and  Cystercerm' 

7 

25 

8 

124 

429 

5722 

5573 

15 

4630 

5429 

Tuberonl n si s  only 


Horses 


Whole  carcass  condemned  ... 

Carcass  of  which  some  part 

cr  organ  was  condemned  ....  3 

"otal  weight  of  meat  condemned  -  all  causes 
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356 

• • •  • • •  395243  lbs. 

/Food  hygiene 


ANALYSIS  ON  PREMISES  TO  WHICH  THE  REGULATIONS  APPLY 


.at  ion  16 
Applicable  Comply 


Regulation  19 

Comply  TOTAL 

*  i  M  1 1  cs  f 


Grocers 

131 

151 

106 

106 

151 

Licensed  Premises 

49 

49 

49 

49 

49 

Confectioners 

46 

46 

46 

46 

46 

Food  Preparation  Premises 

18 

18 

18 

18 

18 

Butchers 

21 

21 

21 

21 

21 

Bakers 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

Restaurants  and  Cafes 

27 

27 

22 

22 

27 

Greengrocers 

29 

29 

24 

24 

29 

Fishmongers 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Dairies 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Wholesalers 

5 

5 

4 

4 

5 

361 

361 

305 

305 

361 

The  growth  of  the  Femdown  Industrial  Estate  considerably 
increased  the  number  of  premises  subject  to  this  legislation. 
Completion  of  an  office  block  for  the  Southern  Electricity  Board 
increased  the  number  of  office  workers  by  138. 


Every  effort  was  made  to  examine  plans  for  new  office  or 
factory  buildings,  and  where  contraventions  were  obvious  the  owners/ 
occupiers  ?rere  advised  of  the  requirements  of  the  legislation. 


/Department  of  Employment 
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/Prescribes 


PRESCRIBED  PARTICULARS  ON  THE  ADMINISTRATION 
OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT ,  19 

PART  1  OF  THE  ACT 


1 


INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Premises 


Number  Inspections  Number  of  Occupiers 
o  n  Wri 1 1  en  Prosecuted 

Register  Notices 


(2) 


(3) 


(4) 


(5) 


(i)  Factories  in  which 
Section  1,2, 3, 4  and 
6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not 

included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out¬ 
workers  ’  premises ) 


167 


180 


TOTAL 


172 


185 


2. 


Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  (if  defects  are  discovered  at  the 
premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions  they  should  be 
reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  "cases"). 


Particulars 


(i) 

Want  of  cleanliness 

(s.l) 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable 
Temperature  (S.3) 
Inadequate 
Ventilation  (S.4) 


Number  of  cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 

Found  Remedied  To  H.M.  By  H.M.  Number  of  cases  in 

Inspector  Inspector  which  prosecutions 

were  instituted 

(2)  (3)  (4)  (5)  —  W) 


Ineffective  drainage 
of  Floors  (6) 

Sanitary 

Conveniences  (7) 

(a)  insufficient 

(b)  unsuitable 

or  defective 

(c)  not  separate 

for  sexes 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
outwork) 
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WATER  SAMPLES 


PARISH 

PRIVATE  SUPPLIES 

Alder ho It 
Corfe  Mullen 
Holt 

Sturminster  Marshall 
Verwood 


Class 


TOTALS 


1  1 

6  3  4  13 

1  12 

18  1  10 

1  1 


PUBLIC  SUPPLIES 

Alderholt  3 

Cole hill  5 

Corfe  Mullen  42  1 

Cranbome  2 

Gussage  All  Saints  1 

Gussage  St.  Michael  r  f  1 

Hampreston  39 

Hinton  Martell  1 

Holt  1+ 

Horton  1 

Pamphill  1 

Shapwick  1 

Sturminster  Marshall  3 

Verwood  17 

West  Moors  34 

Wimbome  St.  Giles  1 

Wit champ ton  1 


3 
5 

43 

2 

1 

1 

1  40 
1 

4 
1 
1 
1 

5 
17 
34 

1 

•  -  ;  -  1 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE 

*■  .x-.  rj  .  je^g  .  «■  .t;.-*.  ■  g-  «  i 

Connections  of  properties  at  Alderholt  to  the  newly  constructed 
sewers  was  practically  complete  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Work  on  the 
preparatory  details  of  the  extensions  to  Palmers  Ford  Works  was  complete 
and  ready  for  tenders  to  be  invited  and  the  preparation  of  plans,  etc., 
for  the  Sturminster  Marshall  scheme  was  well  advanced  and  would  be  ready 
to  proceed  concurrently  with  the  proposals  of  Blandford  Rural  District 
Council  engineers. 
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/The  demand 


The  demand  for  cesspool  emptying  continued  at  a  high 
level  and  in  spite  of  completion  of  the  Alderholt  scheme,  it  was 
found  to  be  necessary  to  frequently  utilise  the  services  of  private 
contractors. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  -  CLEANSING 

The  volume  of  refuse  collected  continued  to  increase  in 
proportion  to  the  growth  of  population  -  mainly  in  the  South  East 
corner  of  the  District.  Development  of  Ferndown  Industrial  Estate 
resulted  in  numerous  requests  for  removal  of  various  types  of  trade 
refuse,  and  these,  allied  to  the  considerable  quantities  of  waste 
removed  from  schools  and  hotels,  prompted  a  decision  to  operate  a 
separate  bulk  collection  in  ’Palladin1  containers  of  about  1^  cu. 
yard  capacity.  The  introduction  of  such  a  system  would  also  ease 
the  pressure  on  the  capacity  of  the  existing  vehicles. 

In  spite  of  the  revision  of  rounds  and  bonuses  undertaken 
last  year,  further  examinations  became  necessary,  and  it  became 
obvious  that  a  more  or  less  continuous  refiew  was  required. 

•4 

The  outstanding  construction  work  at  the  depot  was  completed 
early  in  the  year,  but  full  use  of  the  building  was  delayed  until 
the  Autumn  owing  to  delays  in  obtaining  a  three-phase  supply  of 
electricity  and  subsequently  getting  the  vehicle  lift  into  working 
order. 

Once  this  was  finally  completed  and  a  competent  fitter 
engaged,  the  original  system  of  regular  inspection  of  the  "Heavy” 
vehicles  was  extended  to  planned  maintenance  of  all  the  Council* s 
transport.  All  the  larger  vehicles  were  sent  to  the  local  Testing 
Station  and  were  satisfactory. 


/Annual  Report  on  Rats,  etc. 


MINISTRY  OF  AGRICULTURE,  FISHERIES  AND  FOOD 
ANNUAL  REPORT  ON  RATS  AND  MICE 
PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  1949 

YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER  1972 


TYPE  OF 

PROPERTY 

NON- 

AGRI CULTURAL 

AGRICULTURAL 

PROPERTIES  OTHER  THAN  SEWERS 

Number  of  properties  in  district 

14,023 

1,122 

a  Total  number  of  properties  (including 
nearby  premises)  inspected  following 
notification 

339 

201 

b  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

478 

136 

(ii)  Mice 

72 

65 

a  Total  number  of  properties  inspected 
for  rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons 
other  than  notification 

235 

33 

b  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

89 

29 

(ii)  Mice 

23 

24 

SEWERS 

4.  Were  any  sewers  infested  by  rats  during 
the  year? 


Date:  6  April,  1973 


Signed:  W.R.  Chick 

Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector 
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